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Notes from the President

May 2021

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in
America’s back country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. To assist the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and
management of said resource. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use
of the back country resource by horsemen and the general public commensurate with our heritage.
To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters in the state organization.

We had our first General Meeting (via Zoom) . Although it was a small gathering
it was great to see familiar faces and new members. Thank you to all who attended
and Thank you Tim for being our moderator.
I hope that you all are getting an opportunity to spend some time hitting the trails
and enjoying this spring weather. Now that winter is behind us and the COVID 19
restrictions are loosening up in our state and country there is hope of meeting
together again around the campfire. I know many of you have been working hard to
keep Vedder Trailhead cleared and rideable for all of us. Thank you for all the hard
work. I hear riders at the trailhead comment how beautiful and clear the trails are
even with the logging going on. We are so privileged to ride year around on this
trail system and to be stewards of this land.
I had a great opportunity to help clean the trails at Sunset Farm with fellow
members and trail minded enthusiasts. To work side by side and get to know someone instead of seeing their name on the roster brought meaning to me. This facility
has a lot of local history, wonderful trails, wildlife, a beautiful arena and jumps.
Even though this area is used only during the dry seasons it is worth the drive and
time.
I know many of you attended John Hollins memorial this past week. Sage (his
wife) organized a beautiful tribute to her husband. He was a member of our
chapter, a member of the buffalo soldiers, a trainer and a good friend to all of us.
He will be missed and not forgotten.
Thank you to all of you working hard to keep our trails open so we can have access
to ride on public lands. I invite and encourage each of you to get involved at any
level with our chapter. Your voice and energy are the backbone of this organization. Please remember to send in your volunteer hours to Verna McLeod every task
we do counts. Thank you to everyone who has renewed your membership and to
those who made an extra donation to our chapter and state.
Again I like to thank the bylaws committee Bill Mckenna, Melinda Smull, Sam
Miller and Lynn Johnson for taking on this task. These people all have special
qualities and compassion for this project. When they are finished they will present
to the chapter to vote on.
"In the end, it's not going to matter how many breaths you took, but how many
moments took your breath away". Author Unknown
Ride on! Cindy Piccolo President
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VET NOTES Sharon Hoofnagle D.V.M. Horses Have Opinions
I tried to administer some oral paste medication to my horse. He said nope. And being a
typical horseperson I got a little irritated.
I had followed my own advise and occasionally in the past had give him a treat like
applesauce in an empty paste wormer syringe to get him used to it. But I have to admit
“occasionally” probably should be more often than once every 3 years.
But fortunately, I remembered two excellent bits of advise I learned years ago.

2021
TRAIL BOSSES
Cindy Piccolo
360-961-4839
Rocky Leavitt
360-599-2675

1. horses have a right to an opinion

Joe Remenar
360-818-4481

2. try to avoid confrontational methods when dealing with horses, including methods that
cause discomfort or fear.

Roger Nelson
360-599-2461

Joey is a living creature and has a right to tell me he doesn’t want to do something, like allow
me to administer the medication. But with less than 1 minute of gentle persuasion, some “good
boys” and gentle “no,no’s” he stood still for the meds.

WORK PARTY
COORDINATOR
Roger Nelson
360-599-2461

There is a story ( true I believe) about a cart horse in Europe that refused to enter a short
tunnel. However he stopped and refused to move in such a position that all traffic both ways,
motorized and horse-drawn, was blocked. There were a lot of angry folks trying some not-sogentle persuasion techniques to move him with no luck. Then suddenly the tunnel collapsed,
and since it was empty the horse became a hero.

PACKING
COORDINATOR
Rocky Leavitt
360-599-2675

Remember the winter of 3 ft of snow? A local stable owner tried to turn a horse into the indoor arena so she could
clean his stall. He refused to enter the arena. She returned him to his stall which was in a separate but attached
building. She closed the stall door just as the entire arena collapsed. Sometimes disobedience is ok.
Animals have a right to an opinion and it is our job to convince them that what we request is ok, and that they must
do as we ask. According to Robin Foster, PhD, a certified horse behaviorist associated with the University of
Puget Sound, confrontational methods can make issues worse.
On the Baker Lake Trail, SE end, there is a steep bank and a narrow trail. It’s not one you want a horse to go off of.
Two hikers were about to enter the narrow section and refused to go back, instead they climbed up the bank and hid
behind a tree. There were two horses behind Joey. He started to back up. It is the only time I have ever kicked Joey.
But it worked, he went air born and landed safely on the trail beyond the hikers, in fact so far beyond they didn’t get
the full brunt of my comments.
I have to admit sometimes there just isn’t time for gentle
persuasion.

Check out our Website:
http://www.whatcom-bch.com/
Feb’21---Jan’22

EDITOR’S POLICIES
Trail Tales is published monthly. Deadline for submission of articles is the 15th of each month. Non-copyrighted
submissions are welcomed (subject to space limitations). Opinions and views expressed in letters or personal
articles are not necessarily the opinions of BCH. Send submissions to: Editor, Fran Van Diest, 723 Van Wyck Rd,
Bellingham, WA. 98226. Email to: vandiest@msn.com.

Trail Tales

Page 3

General minutes April 14 2021
General Membership Zoom Meeting BCH
Due to covid 19 the meeting was held by video conference, with phone access also. (Zoom)
The meeting was called to order by Cindy Piccolo- president at 7 PM, The Pledge of Allegiance was said. The
agenda was approved. Since the last general meeting was over a year ago a copy of the minutes was not available.
Tim Surrat was the facilitator for the ZOOM meeting.
Present were Cindy Piccolo, Roger Edmonds, Jackie Yereance, Joe Remenar, Sharon Hoofnagle, Verna and Andy
McLeod, Fran Van Diest, Janelle Wilson, Carol Ketchum, Tim Van Beek
Reports:
Treasurer: Jackie Yereance gave the treasurers report,
Director/Legislative: Joe Remenar- BCH quarterly directors meeting was 3/20/21.
Whatcom chapter is being audited this year. This is a routine audit, 3 chapters a year will be audited. This was
initiated because of one state chapter misappropriating some funds in the past.
E bikes legislation was discussed. E bikes are trying to gain access to the Forest Service and DNR lands. BCHW is
holding a neutral position but are part of a committee working on it.
Designated horse camps were discussed. If we see other users in a horse designated camp the Forest Service wants
to know. We can let Bill M or Joe R know and they will report it
Membership is down for the state: 1138 memberships ( includes families) There are 1765 individual memberships
Regarding awards- none were received this year- we need to apply for next year.
Regarding Forest Service meeting on 3/29/21: Bill McKenna, Joe Remenar and two Skagit members met with the
Forest Service. Work needs to be done at Schreiber's- a new boardwalk and 250 ft of turnpike. The gravel is needed about ¾ mile in and can be done with totes.
Joe R will be covering the Schreiber's work and Bill McKenna Excelsior.
The RTO grant covers both areas. At Excelsior the Forest Service has pulled out old turnpikes we put in 25 yrs.
ago. Gravel is available in natural sites but will need to be hauled with buckets, Support workers will be needed.
High Divide also needs work on eroded steps,
Because of the high snow pack we may not have access until mid to late July.
Cindy P asked if we also need to report other users in parking lots. Joe said if it is a designated horse camp report
it.
Stewart Mt: Sharon Hoofnagle reported that the DNR did not received the requested grant so it will not be worked
on this grant cycle. There is concern because they only gave us 5 trailer spaces. They are counting on us retaining
the current parking but that is not certain.
Chuckanut: Jackie Yereance reported that Fragrance Lake is a priority now so our Lost Lake project is on hold.
Saxon: Joe R. reported that there are trees down but Cathy and Bob did make it to the river.
Heady Rd/Vedder Mt: Joe reported 7 people were at the work party with 4 brush cutters. They worked on Alder
Loop and Huckleberry Trail. Marie Timersma and crew are doing a great job on keeping the rest of the trails open.
Packing coordinator: Joe R. reported that Rocky L has not received any definite requests from other user groups.
The Forest Service has 3-4 requests, including packing in a roll-up suspension bridge on the Scott Paul Trail.
Mini-Packing clinic was held 4/10 at the Glacier Ranger Station. Barb from the Forest Service was there,
commented on how the roads need a lot of work, may be years before repaired.
WTA needs 3 packing trips at Hannegan but parking is an issue. The F.S. does block the end of the road for us..
National Trails Day is June 5th at Blanchard. Hyden Mckown with the DNR is managing it. We usually do a
gravel haul. We need people to load and hold animals, it will be limited to 12 people. Volunteers will get hours
toward a Discover Pass. They should bring their own lunch.
(Continue on Page 5)
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2021 COMMITTEE
CHAIRS:

CALENDAR

LEGISLATIVE:
Bill McKenna
360-599-2526

Due to the coronavirus, more information on the following will be sent by email
at a later date. All dates are currently pending until further notice.

At this time work parties will be scheduled as needed and email will
be sent to notify members.

LEAVE NO TRACE:
Bill McKenna
360-599-2526
VOLUNTEER HOURS:
Verna McLeod
360-595-2744

May 3, 2021---board meeting by phone conference
May general meeting pending further notice.

PROGRAMS:
Sharon Hoofnagle
360-7344258

NEW DATE!
THE WHATCOM CHAPTER OF

INVITES YOU TO OUR
23rd.
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
AUCTION!

SUNSHINE
Michelle McKenna
360-599-2526

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the
auction will need to be rescheduled.
Melinda is gathering more
information and notification will be sent at
a later date.

TRAIL HEAD
COMMITTEE
Mike McGlenn
360-739-2619
SCRAPBOOK
Debbie Lagerwey
360-354-2804
Need Pictures!

Hours reported in March 2021

3 FAMILY GARAGE SALE:
May 7-8, 2021

by Shirley Todhunter, Diane Kimker and Marie
Tiemersma.
HORSE stuff, incl. Simco saddle, Eng. leather
bridle, blankets ++; FISHING gear, incl. buoys, crab pots, large
GOTT cooler, life vests, rods & reels, large landing nets ++;
ELECTRIC yard and shop tools ++; BRAND NEW retractable
screen door; HOUSEHOLD items ++; All kinds of Stuff!!
Marie Tiemersma, 8116 Van Buren Road, Everson (Corner of Tom
and Van Buren Roads).
May 7-8. 9:00 – 4:00 pm. Covid recommendations advised.
Rain or shine—either in outdoor uncovered arena, or inside one of
the barns. Follow parking and entrance directions.
Cash only! All sales final!

(7.5 basic, 12.5 skilled, 68 admin.
10.5 travel for a total of 98.5)
Bill McKenna
Bob Rathjen
Cindy Piccolo
Darrell Alwood
Donna Remenar
Fran Van Diest
Joe Remenar
Letitia Wheeler
Mike McGlenn
Rocky Leavitt
Roger Edmonds
Roger Nelson
Sam Miller
Sharon Hoofnagle
Sherrie Alwood
Verna McLeod
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(Continue from Page 3)
General Zoom Meeting Minutes, April 14, 2021
Auction: we have scheduled it for spring of 2022.
By-laws: a committee is revising our chapters by-laws. Melinda Smull, Lynn Johnson, Sam Miller and Bill
McKenna.
Cindy Piccolo drew a name for a gift card- Fran V won a gift card for Pure Bliss Desserts
Tim Surrat was thanked for setting up, holding practice sessions, and facilitating the Zoom meeting.
Verna reported 98.5 hrs. reported in March
Fran requested articles for the newsletter.
Roger Edmonds announced a work party Sat April 17th at Sunset Farm. Loppers, brush cutters general clean-up
tools and workers are needed
Tim Surrat showed a book titled “The National Trails System” by Steve Elkinton. It describes about 30 long
distance trails and is very complimentary on BCH. It’s available on Amazon.
Payment of dues: the state decided they will drop members from the roster if dues are not paid by Jan 15th. Sharon
Hoofnagle recommended giving an “early bird discount” instead. More positive way to encourage payment.
Library: Sage Hollins has donated several horse-oriented books to the club. Verna has volunteered to handle the
library lending.
Meeting adjourned at 7:48

submitted by Sharon Hoofnagle secretary

May’21--April’22
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Packing Clinic at Glacier Forest Station April 10, 2021
Pictures from the clinic. Several members from Whatcom
and Skagit attended the workshop. Members present: Bill
McKenna, Joe Remenar, Rocky Leavitt, Roger Nelson,
Sharon Hoofnagle, Bob Rathjen, Roger Edmonds, Jerry
Pearson and Debbie Erickson.
Fran

Work Party at Heady on March 27, 2021
The pictures below are from the work party
at heady, they worked on huckaberry trail,
they used 5 brush cutters and got the trail
done. Roger Nelson, Rocky Leavitt, Joe
and Donna Remenar, Bob Rathjen and
Darrell and Sherrie Alwood worked on the
trail. (not pictured is Darrell and Sherrie)
Fran
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Volunteer Hours:
Be sure to report your monthly hours to Verna, send her the form or send her an email with the information. Her
email is: Verna@soundengineering.com.
There was a work party on March 27th at Heady, worked on huckaberry trail, several people were there: Roger
Nelson, Rocky Leavitt, Bob Rathjen, Joe and Donna Remenar and Darrell and Sherrie Alwood.
Mike McGlenn continues to be busy meeting with the different agencies: Whatcom Land Trust, DNR, USFS,
Whatcom County Park and Recreation, plus BCHW and BCHA regarding all the trails.
Several members have been busy working on the trails during the nice weather. Roger worked at heady on April
11th, Rocky worked on Smuggler trail on April 13th and then on April 20th
worked on North Vedder trails.
On April 17th several members attended the work party at Sunset Farm Park.
They cleared winter blow down and brushed the trails in the forest at Sunset
Farm Park (a Whatcom County Park facility). Thank you to Roger Edmonds,
Robbie Harris, Cindy Piccolo, Linda Cain, Erin Recke, Viki Schimke and
Mike Price.
Thank you to everyone for all you hard work!
Fran

THANK YOU!
A special Thank you to the following
members that donated extra funds to our
Chapter. Thank you to everybody for your
continued support!
Brady Emmons
Tish Griffin
Jennifer Reuble/Rika Vanderhorst
Patty Yust
Holly/Jerome Malysh
Fran

Advertising Rates
Full Page----$45.00 per month, limited to space
available
1/2 Page……$90.00 for 6 months or $150.00 for a
Year
1/4 Page……$60.00 for 6 months or $100.00 for a
Year
Business Card….$30.00 for 6 months or $50.00 for
a Year
Classifieds………$3.00 per month

April’21--Sept’21
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Sunset Farm Park work party on April
17, 2021.
Several members met at Sunset Farm Park
for a work party to clean trails. They used
chainsaw and brush cutters to get the trails
ready. Robbie Harris, Cindy Piccolo,
Roger Edmonds, Linda Cain, Erin Recke,
Viki Schimke and Mike Price worked for
several hours getting trail cleaned.
Pictured: Cindy, Mike and Erin
Pictured below: Roger and Viki.
Fran

A Special Thank You to:

Laurel Farm & Western Supply
America’s Horse Country

Weylin & Amy Eldred
325 W Laurel Rd., Bellingham 360/398-1216

* 360/398-8050 fax
Hours: Mon– Fri: 8:30am. to 7 pm; Sat:
8:30am.to 6:00 pm. and Sun 9 am. to 5 pm.

Sunshine Committee
If you know someone that needs a little ray of sunshine, please contact
Michelle McKenna at 360-599-2526 or
send her an email at:
wintercreek10@gmail.com.

Go to BCHW.org and join or renew online. If online is not an option, please
fill out this paper application and sign, (all members 18 and over must sign),
and enclose your cash or check:
Chapter members: If paying by check, please make it out to your chapter
Whatcom BCH Attn: Helen
and mail to:

P. O. Box 28607
Bellingham, WA 98228

Check One:

New Member

Whatcom Co.

Renewal

Adult’s name(s):
Children’s name(s):
Mailing Address:
City:
Phone number:

Secondary Chapter Application Only

ST:

Zip:

E-mail:

Legislative district (if known):

County:

National and State Newsletters are viewable online at BCHA.org/BCHW.org or
(Check Boxes)
BCHA Newsletter
BCHW (Trailhead News)

Basic Memberships
Single
$41.00
Family
$54.00
Levels below include Single and Family
Contributing
Sustaining

$75.00
$125.00

Patron

$250.00

Benefactor

$500.00

Lifetime (Single)

$1200.00

Please consider making a
State donation:
State Subtotal

All chapter members must also be a member of BCHW.
However, BCHW dues only need to be paid once each
year. Joining additional (secondary) chapters only requires
paying chapter dues.
Chapter Name (or Independent):
Whatcom Co.

If joining a secondary Chapter, provide the Chapter
name where BCHW State dues have been paid for 2021:

Chapter Dues

$10.00
$

$

Please consider making a
Chapter donation:
Chapter Subtotal

$

Grand Total (State+Chapter)

$

NOTICES
By signing this membership applica on, you will agree to
the terms of our Liability Release. You can read it on our
website at bchw.org, under the Join tab. You also agree to
receive no ces from BCHW/BCHA by electronic transmission at the above email address.

Revised
9/23/2020

Please mail a hard copy of Newsletters
Chapter Newsletter

Back Country Horsemen of Washington (BCHW) is a
public charity as defined in Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c) (3). Accordingly, membership dues paid to
BCHW may be treated as deductions characterized as
“charitable contributions” when computing federal and
state income tax obligations.

$

Signature:
_________________________________Date_______________
Signature:
_________________________________Date_______________
Signature:
_________________________________Date_______________

Fran Van Diest
WBCH Newsletter Editor
723 Van Wyck Rd
Bellingham, WA 98226
(360) 734-2567

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back
country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. To assist
the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource. To
educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen
and the general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of new
chapters in the state organization.

Next
Whatcom Chapter Backcountry Horsemen
Meeting:

General Meeting:
General meetings pending further notice.
Renew your membership, help us continue to keep trails
open for all users!

