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Notes from the President

June 2019

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses
in America’s back country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain
open to recreational stock use. To assist the various governmental and private agencies in
their maintenance and management of said resource. To educate, encourage and solicit
active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen and the
general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of
new chapters in the state organization.

My oh my, May is here and what a month this has been. The weather has been
beautiful for trail riding and trail clearing. Hats off to all the volunteers who
have taken their time to work on all the horse trails in our County for others to
enjoy and be safe. What pride and joy we get when we are part of a solution. I
have noticed that this club does not go around boosting what work we do instead
Whatcom Chapter is a “Gitter Done” club.
Mark your calendar; June 1st is National Trails Day for our region it will be
held at Blanchard Mt. This is a great opportunity to work side by side with other
user groups who use this trail system that have the same mindset to keep our
trails open, clean and maintained.
Our chapter has a lot of exciting events coming up these few months please
check out the Calendar. There are multiple prize rides around the State by other
Backcountry groups check them out.
Come to a meeting and bring a friend. Enjoy the fellowship and if you want to
help with a fundraiser, or organize a ride/work party reach out to those
committees because the membership, “yes” YOU that makes our club shine.

Treasurer:
Jackie Yereance
360-318-5509

Please join me in congratulating Fran Van Diest being awarded the BCHW Back
Bone award. Also to Rich Ruhl (who is also a member of Whatcom Chapter)
was awarded the BCHW Trail Warrior Award from his home chapter Skagit’s
Leading Trail Boss at their meeting. Fran and Rich were not able to attend the
recent Rendezvous so Bill and Rob were able to accept their awards.

Membership:
Helen Almojera
360-592-8080

‘Animals were once, for all of us, teachers. They instructed us in ways of
being and perceiving that extended our imaginations, that were models for
additions possibilities.” Joan McIntyre

Newsletter Editor &
Publicity
Fran Van Diest
fvandiest@msn.com
360-734-2567

Stay safe and Ride on.
Cindy P Vice President

Check out our new and improved
Website:
http://www.whatcom-bch.com/
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VET NOTES Sharon Hoofnagle D.V.M.

Problem Identifying

It was one of the easier diagnoses. The mare was non-weight-bearing on the left front, and
for good reason, there was a large infected wound on the cannon bone. After treating the
wound, medicating and bandaging the leg I finished up with care instructions with the
owner. I started my vet truck and as I backed out of the barnyard I glanced over at the mare
once more but then hit the brakes. I shut the truck off. That mare was too lame for that
wound. Yes, it was bad, but not that bad. I asked the skeptical owner to let me check her
again. Sure enough, she also had a sub-solar abscess in the hoof of the same leg- totally
unrelated to the wound..

2019
TRAIL BOSSES
Cindy Piccolo
360-966-4082
Rocky Leavitt
360-599-2675
Joe Remenar
360-818-4481

So what was going on? How did I see the problem? I have heard it called re-focusing. You
leave a problem and then return to it and see the answer. It has been described as taking the
conscious mind off the problem and letting the sub-conscious mind take over.
Cross-word, jig-saw puzzle, Sudoku, or other puzzle advocates are well aware of this
technique. You can stare at a puzzle for an hour, get up for a cup of coffee, return to the
puzzle and immediately see the answer.
A math teacher told me she tells students stuck on a problem to focus on something else for
a few minutes and then return to the problem- the answer might very well be in front of them

Roger Nelson
360-599-2461
WORK PARTY
COORDINATOR
Roger Nelson
360-599-2461

How often do you look and look for something, give up looking, and then immediately see the object?
So does the horse person use this technique? Often but we are usually not aware we are doing it. Here a few
examples. When we leave a campsite we clean it up. But after mounting we do the “ground-check”. On that one
final glance we often see an object we had missed. Another example: we saddle and bridle our horse, close the
gate and then do a quick visual of the gear before mounting. We see the unbuckled cheek strap. The packer loads
the pack string, checks for rain clouds and then does a quick visual before heading out, and sees the map left on
the hood of the truck
To re-focus the brain sometimes all it takes is a glance away, then look back again. The key is to mentally and
visually disengage, even for a short time. It’s more than just relaxing, there are some brain circuitry events taking
place. Someone somewhere can probably explain it- I just use it.
Summer General Meetings at Misty River Ranch
Remember the general meetings for July thru September will be at the Misty River Ranch, 5690 N. Fork
Deming. These meeting are also potluck so please bring a dish to share. Potluck is at 6:00pm and meeting will
start at 7:00pm. Remember to bring your plate, utensils, and a beverage, Mark your dish and don’t forget them!
Fran
Advertising Rates
Full Page----$45.00/month, limited to space available
1/2 Page……$90.00 for 6 months or $150.00/Year

CLASSIFIEDS
** Place your classified ad here. Classifieds are
free to Whatcom BCH members, or just $3.00
for anyone else. Send your ad and money to the
newsletter editor by the 2nd Wednesday of the
month.

1/4 Page……$60.00 for 6 months or $100.00/Year
Business Card….$30.00 for 6 months or $50.00/ Year
Classifieds………$3.00 per month
Free Classifieds for members!
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General Membership Meeting
May 8, 2019
Minutes
Meeting called to order at 7:00. Agenda approved, and minutes of prior meeting approved.
It was reported that Fran took receiving the backbone award very well, and Cindy Piccolo. is getting the name
fixed on Fran’s chair. Fran sent a Thank You card, which Kathy Adams. read at the end of the meeting.
Reports
Treasurer: Jackie Yearance gave the Treasurer’s report.
Legislative: Bill M. attended the national board meeting. BCHA is encouraging MTA to head of Forest
Service to allow chainsaws in the wilderness as it is designed (when all alternatives have been exhausted).
Darrell Wallace is now National President. He worked on Missouri work party. Chapman felt good about
legislation session and trail funding.
Volunteer hours: There were 114 trail hours in the last month (51 hours on the loop)
Trail Bosses: Roger N. reported that there have been several work parties in the last month.
Upcoming work party on Saxon (5/11). Need more pack animals to carry four brush cutters. Remember we
have State spray tanks we can use, if we get approval from landowners.
Easter Egg Ride: Cindy P. reported that there was only one youngster. New faces. People were taking other
people out on rides. Food was great. Broke even. Fran made some cute Easter egg bags and Joe sold some
vests.
DNR work party is planned 6/1, at Blanchard according to Rocky Leavitt. We sent them $100 for lunch. Also
need horse people to help on the ground to help hold the pack horses and to help them be calm. It will be right
on the road and can hike up the hill to help as well.
Trails: Rocky L., has been going out and working on his own on Tuesdays on West Vedder and North Vedder.
Stewart: There has been lots of Facebook response to the clearing of the loop on Stewart. There is a map now
available (not sure from whom), but it is not referenced as Stewart.
Silver Lake; has been very nicely cleared out. We need to have a ride there. We do not want to lose it.
Blanchard: There is a possible new riding trail on Blanchard to make it a loop opening on National Trail Day.
July BCHW Ride will be held on 7/13 at Cutthroat. Mike McGlenn will be leading the ride. Lots of parking
available.
Smugglers: Rocky Leavitt flagged the part of Smugglers’ where they connect and people have been following
his flags, but the trail needs to be formally finished with tools. Need to have a work party. Rocky also reported
a need to do trails in and around where they put in all the “dippy-do’s” when they decommissioned the logging
road. They have ruined our nice road. Rick Foster says he is not going to do anything.

(Continue on Page 4)
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(Continue from Page 3)
General Membership Meeting, May 8, 2019 Minutes
New Business:
Garmin “in Reach” Radio. Joe Remenar addressed group and suggested that we need to have a way to
communicate when out on work parties where we don’t have cell service. He suggested that he would buy his
own Garmin-in-Reach if Club would pay for his service. $450 (approx.) has GPS maps, and the Garmin mini
(approx. $350) doesn’t have maps. It acts as an emergency SOS and can report your GPS location. Can text
anyone and works off satellite. Not a phone. One year of service is $143/unit ($11.95x12). There is also a plan
that you can start and stop (30 days at a time) for $14.95/mo.
Bill moved to get a subscription to go along with Joe’s unit. Gary seconded.
Discussion followed.:-Joe decided to get his own separate one and subscription and leave the Club out.
Joe amended the motion by substitution to have the club get one Garmin and one subscription.
Motion passed unanimously. Joe will check into paying subscription by check.
Bob Rathjen proposed a motion to buy the Garmin with GPS and maps (approx. $450 before tax).
Rocky seconded. Motion carried unanimously.
Joe stated that he considers this a trail tool and wants to add the subscription to the budget for next year.
Legacy Fund: National BCHA is setting up a fund for the next generation to keep membership affordable going
forward. Goal is $500,000. Already raised $70,000. A Founding Member (chapter or individual) is $1,000 until
the end of the year.
Bill made a motion that the club donate $500. There was no second. Joe suggested sending something out to
membership so people can think about it. It needs a special presentation.
Rendezvous for next year. Rodney forwarded information from the State that they want the chapters to sign-up
now on ways they can contribute for next year (i.e. sponsor clinician, do demonstrations, etc.). Decided to bring
up at next board meeting again.
Melinda Smull motioned that the Club buy two tables @ $50 each. Bill M. seconded. Motion carried by
unanimous vote. Bill is filling out the form.
Video: There was a showing of a video from the State that showed many of the Chapters’ trail work
accomplishments.
Kathy Adams. made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded and passed. Meeting was adjourned
at 8:40 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Adams, acting Secretary

A Special Thank You to:

Laurel Farm & Western Supply

America’s Horse Country

Sunshine Committee
If you know someone that needs a little ray of sunshine, please contact Shirley Todhunter at 360-9665206 or send her an email at:hermater09@gmail.com.

Weylin & Amy Eldred
325 W Laurel Rd., Bellingham 360/398-1216 *

360/398-8050 fax
Hours: Mon– Fri: 8:30am. to 7 pm; Sat: 8:30am.to 6:00
pm. and Sun 9 am. to 5 pm.

EDITOR’S POLICIES
Trail Tales is published monthly. Deadline for submission of articles is the 15th of each month. Noncopyrighted submissions are welcomed (subject to space limitations). Opinions and views expressed in letters
or personal articles are not necessarily the opinions of BCH. Send submissions to: Editor, Fran Van Diest, 723
Van Wyck Rd, Bellingham, WA. 98226. Email to: fvandiest@msn.com.
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CALENDAR
June 1st—-Saturday

National Trails Day Work Party at Blanchard with
DNR and other groups. Join us at the Blanchard.
Be ready at 8:30am. Meet at the lower trailhead parking. A discover pass. Lunch will be provided.

June 3rd—Monday

Board meeting at Roundtable Pizza, dinner at 6,
meeting at 7:00pm.

June 12th—-Wednesday

General Meeting/Work Party/Potluck at Vedder
Trailhead Parking Area—Reece Hill Road, Sumas.
We plan to have a work party before potluck/meeting,
so please come and help clean up around parking area.
Bring gloves, loppers and anything else to cleanup. Be
ready to work at 4:30pm. Potluck at 6:00pm. Please
bring a dish to share, your utensils, plates, napkins,
beverage and a chair. Meeting starts at 7:00pm.

June 14th—16th-Fri—Sun Camp out at Bryce Creek Horse camp. Contact
Rocky at rockyleavitt044@gmail.com for more info.
Coming up in the months
of July and August

Pack in/out trips in July and August for WTA,
BCHW and other agencies, if you can help out,
contact Rocky Leavitt at rockyleavitt044@gmail.com.
Need help packing in supplies/tools and packing out
when done. Need help loading/unloading

July 13th——Saturday

Cutthroat Pass Ride by Rainy Pass, Mike McGlenn
will lead ride.

2019 COMMITTEE
CHAIRS:
LEGISLATIVE:
Bill McKenna
360-599-2526
LEAVE NO TRACE:
Bill McKenna
360-599-2526
VOLUNTEER HOURS:
Verna McLeod
360-595-2744
PROGRAMS:
Sharon Hoofnagle
360-734-4258
SUNSHINE
Shirley Todhunter
360-966-5206
TRAIL HEAD
COMMITTEE
Mike McGlenn
360-739-2619
SCRAPBOOK
Debbie Lagerwey
360-354-2804
Need Pictures!
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FOR SALE: A 1991 Circle J, straight load horse trailer,
bumper pull, extra tall. In good condition. Serviced every
year, removable center divider. Trailer cover included.
Balance bars.
Asking $1950. firm.
Call Sheila 360-961-4146 or email sheila4278@gmail.com

Stewart Mtn. trail Work Party on May 4, 2019.
Thank you to Rodney V, Roger N, Joe R, Bill M. Jackie Y, Gordon M,
Tammy B and Brent S for helping out at the work party. They were able
to clean/clear the 15 mile loop. They left early and didn’t get back to the
trailhead until after 6:00pm, it was a long day for them!
Now you can ride this trail!
Here’s some pictures.
Fran
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Join Department of Natural
Resources, Several Backcountry
Horsemen Chapters, Whatcom
Mountain Bike group, N. Cascade
Soaring Club and others on
Saturday, June 1, 2019 at Blanchard
lower trail parking area for
National Trails Day Work Party.
Meet at 8:30am.
Our chapter will be hauling gravel so
need helpers to load and unload. Park
at the lower parking place, vehicles
will need Discover pass. Bring hand
tools, water and rain gear incase it
rains.
Lunch will be provided.
Any questions contact Rocky at
rockyleavitt044@gmail.com or
Roger at
rogernelson1961@hotmail.com.
Fran
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June 12, 2019
Vedder Trailhead
Be there at 4:30pm
No Horse needed.

COME HELP US CLEAN the Vedder trailhead parking
area on Wednesday, June 12th. We will be putting chips
around the trees, weed eating and whatever else needs to
be done to keep the trailhead looking nice. Come as soon
as you can if you can’t make it at 4:30pm.
Potluck at 6:00pm, bring a dish to share, your plate and utensils.
Bill will bring sliced brisket, sauce and rolls for main dish. So bring
a side dish/dessert. Meeting starts at 7:00pm
Bring your gloves and anything else to clean trails.

We
need your
help!
Directions: From Bellingham on Mt. Baker Hwy (542/Hwy 9), East continue on 542 towards Kendall, roundabout take
2nd exit straight to Kendall Road (547). Continue until you get to Reece Hill Road, turn right continue to Vedder Parking
Place on your left. Or before Reece Hill Road, turn right on South Pass, continue towards heady trails, turn left on
Heady road, continue to the top, road changes to Reece Hill Road, curves to the left, continue until you get to the
Vedder Parking Place.
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Fran Van Diest
WBCH Newsletter Editor
723 Van Wyck Rd
Bellingham , WA 98226
(360) 734-2567

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back
country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. To assist
the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource. To
educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen
and the general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of new
chapters in the state organization.

Next
Whatcom Chapter Backcountry Horsemen
Meeting:

General Meeting: June 12, 2019
Vedder Trailhead Parking Area
Reece Hill Road, Sumas, WA
Work Party: 4:30pm
Potluck: 6:00pm
Meeting at 7:00pm.

