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Notes from the President

February 2019

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses
in America’s back country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain
open to recreational stock use. To assist the various governmental and private agencies in
their maintenance and management of said resource. To educate, encourage and solicit
active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen and the
general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of
new chapters in the state organization.

The New Year started with a successful New Year’s Day ride. The weather was
perfect, the ride was mellow, some familiar faces and some new comers out for
the ride. The food, of course was awesome. Bill McKenna brought split pea
soup and Margaret Hamstra vegetable soup. Rocky Leavitt was the main chef for
hotdogs and burgers. Thank you Roger Nelson for making sure the trails were in
tip top shape and safe for the New Year’s Ride. Also Thank you to those who
helped set up and cleanup afterwards: Michelle McKenna, Judy Kinna, Linda
Leavitt and the many others.
At our January Meeting Rodney Vandersypen was elected as President for
another year and Rocky Leavitt, Roger Nelson, Joe Remenar and myself will
continue as Trail bosses. Our new board member: Eileen Turk was elected as
Secretary and will learn the job with support from Geri Surratt and Kathy
Adams. Thank you to those who volunteer for the Special Committees. With all
your time and support this is what makes our club successful. Anyone interested
in helping out with rides or our special projects please let the various chiefs
know.
January 26th Saturday is BCHW leadership Training Day in Ellensburg. Bill has
rented a Van and offered to drive for us, please contact Bill if you would like to
go. All are welcome to attend but it’s a good idea to rsvp for a head count. There
are all kinds of classes to attend to help our chapter run smoothly and to be the
standards of the State origination
Our Auction March 1 is just around the corner so if you have things to donate
please have them ready. Contact Melinda Small for if you would like to donate
or help in anyway.
Feb 2nd is scheduled for our next ride on Chuckanut Mtn. Directions and times
are in the newsletter.
Something to think about: do we want begin with the social hour at 6:30 followed with the General Meeting at 7PM. This would enable an earlier closing
time for those that want/need to leave earlier.
Make sure your equipment is safe and your stock ready for the rides coming up.
Ride on,
Cindy
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Sharon Hoofnagle D.V.M.

Administering Meds on the Trail

Scenario: You are 7 miles in on a 14 mile loop and your horse suddenly goes down with
colic. You are well prepared with paste medication in your saddle bags. You pull the 3 dose
syringe out, dial one dose, and administer it on the tongue as the instructions say- or at least
you try to.
Smoky throws his head to the side and the dose goes on the ground. After a 10 min battle
you manage to get a dose in his mouth- he spits it out. One dose left. What now?

2019
TRAIL BOSSES
Cindy Piccolo
360-966-4082
Rocky Leavitt
360-599-2675

Although administering oral meds is risky without a diagnosis of the problem, sometimes in
a trail or back country setting you need painkiller to get the horse out safely

Joe Remenar
360-818-4481

However many horses will resist administration. Your supply will be limited. You can’t risk
losing a dose. Everyone is likely to be tense, humans and horses, when dealing with an ill
animal.

Roger Nelson
360-599-2461

Here are some hints in getting those oral meds into your horse instead of into the bushes.
Get your horse used to oral administration at home. Cook up some applesauce. Here are
some tips for getting it in the horse

WORK PARTY
COORDINATOR
Roger Nelson
360-599-2461

Give him a taste in a bowl Next put it into a clean empty paste wormer syringe Let him
sniff the tube and smell the applesauce.. Sweet talk and patience work wonders. Most meds
are best given from the side because they should go on top of the tongue. However, this is not a natural way for a
horse to take food in. If he resists try going straight from the front, pretty much like you would give a carrot. The
applesauce will most likely go on top of the tongue but with applesauce it won’t hurt if it does go under the
tongue. Once the syringe tip is anywhere in the mouth squirt some sauce in. Within a few squirts most horses
will start reaching for the syringe. Another trick is to give a carrot, but instead of him reaching for it slide it into
his mouth and then let him bite if off. The key is you are sliding something in. You can go from the front or side.
To give meds slip the tube into the corner of the mouth and onto the top of the tongue. Getting the tongue moving will help prevent spitting it out. However if he will only accept meds from the front, do that. It will most
likely go on top of the tongue. Elevate the head a bit. Lots of praise!
There are a lot of additional hints on the internet but remember your horse has a right to tell you he/she doesn’t
want something done. That doesn’t mean they are misbehaving. Avoid a fight A good trail rider learns to listen
to their horse. Your job is to convince him it is ok.

Advertising Rates
EDITOR’S POLICIES
Trail Tales is published monthly. Deadline for
submission of articles is the 15th of each month.
Non-copyrighted submissions are welcomed
(subject to space limitations). Opinions and views
expressed in letters or personal articles are not
necessarily the opinions of BCH. Send submissions to: Editor, Fran Van Diest, 723 Van Wyck
Rd, Bellingham, WA. 98226.
Email to: fvandiest@msn.com.

Full Page----$45.00/month, limited to space available
1/2 Page……$90.00 for 6 months or $150.00/Year
1/4 Page……$60.00 for 6 months or $100.00/Year
Business Card….$30.00 for 6 months or $50.00/ Year
Classifieds………$3.00 per month
Free Classifieds for members!
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Whatcom Chapter of Backcountry Horsemen of WA
Minutes of Monthly Meeting
January 9, 2019
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
New Members and Guests: New member Catherine Madera, along with guests David Madera, Michele Bennett
and Amanda Curtis were introduced.
Guest Speaker: Jenn Mackay from Whatcom Land Trust (WLT) gave an overview of the mission of WLT, their
coordination with other agencies and the properties under their stewardship. It was noted that WLT and BCHW
have a history of working together on projects in the county.
Minutes from the November meeting were approved as written.
Sunshine: Melinda Smull will send a card to Fran who has been sidelined with vertigo.
Treasurer’s report: Jackie Yereance gave the treasurer’s report and a copy placed on file. A budget committee
will be formed to draft the 2019 budget. Jackie, Joe Remenar, Roger Nelson, Rocky Levitt & Cindy Piccolo
volunteered for the budget committee. Members were polled and no significant variances in income or expenses
are anticipated in 2019. In 2018 the auction and play date brought in less than anticipated. Expenses were also
less so there was not a shortfall for the year.
Director’s Report: Bill McKenna reported that the State RTP grant has been submitted. (Recreational Trails
Program - federal program that provides funding to the states to develop and maintain trails and trail-related
facilities for recreational use.) The grant is now focused on funding projects from an overall statewide view
instead of as individual projects by each county chapter. Funding allows two years to complete work and allows
flexibility for moving responsibility and resources to where they are needed. Trails that allow equestrian use in
and around Whatcom County were identified and the grant was based on bringing those trails up to the USFS
standards. (See 2019-2020 RTP Grand Proposal,) Skagit chapter has already offered to help with work on
Schreiber’s Meadow.
Leadership: Bill McKenna announced that a 12 passenger van has been rented from Fountain Rental that he will
be driving to the BCHA Leadership Conference in Ellensburg January 26. There is room in the van for a few
more members. Contact Bill if you would like to attend.
Calendars are still available. There will also be 15 safety vests available for sale from the Leadership conference
and if members would like to purchase BCHA materials contact Joe Remenar.
Volunteer Hours: 130 hours were reported for December.
DNR volunteer hours: None reported for December. The chapter has committed to 250 hours for 2019-2020.
Approximately 450 hours were reported for 2017 & 2018.
Newsletter: No report.
Trailheads/Trails: Roger reported close to 40 riders participated in the New Year’s Day ride. Riders went out in
three groups. The weather held and all were treated to a nice lunch after the ride.
Work Parties: Bill McKenna moved “that trail work parties be scheduled the Saturday after BCH General
Meeting. It was passed with unanimous consent by members present. Joe, Roger, Rocky and Bob will set up a
schedule for work parties after they ride trails and determine damage and necessary work.
Work Party: A work party is scheduled for Saturday, January 11 at 10:00 AM at Heady road. Meet at Vedder
Trailhead Parking area. Bring a lunch.
The Annual Club Chuckanut Ride is scheduled for February 2nd at 10:30. Park at Lost Lake Parking lot. Fran
will send out more detailed directions for the parking location.
Trailheads/Trails: South Fork Park: Mike McGlenn reported to board that the gate is not locked and is to deter
vandalism and damage to the parking lot. You can park there. Keep gate closed.
(Continue on Page 4)
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(Continue from Page 3)
Whatcom Chapter of Backcountry Horsemen
Minutes of Monthly Meeting
January 9, 2019
Lake Whatcom/Stewart Mt.: Tim Surratt reported trails blocked by downed trees. Michael Bailey cleared trail
last week so Sharon will check trail to see if more work is needed.
Chuckanut: Jackie Yereance- No known problems.
Vedder Mt./Red Mountain Camp: Per Roger Nelson trails need to be checked.
Saxon: Joe Remenar reported there are a lot of trees down and it has not been checked.
Eddys Mountain: Melinda Smull/Sheri Hathaway- no report.
Packing Coordinator: Rocky Leavitt is planning to do Payton Hot Shot work party this summer. Needs to
know how many packers are available.
Pending Business:
Elections of officers: Cindy Piccolo moved “to nominate Rodney Vandersypen as president. “ Rodney accepted.
A verbal vote was taken of members and Rodney was elected president with unanimous consent.
Trail Bosses: Joe Remenar, Rocky Leavitt, Roger Nelson and Cindy Piccolo accepted nomination as trail bosses.
Bill McKenna motioned “all four to be elected as a group to be Trail Bosses” The motion was approved by unanimous consent.
Auction: Donations are coming in for March 1st auction. The auctioneer is hired, the cafe ladies will be there and
flyers will be distributed soon. Nancy volunteered space to hold items until the auction.
New Business: Small Farm Expo March 9: Melinda Smull moved to allocate $50 for the Small Farm expo. The
motion was passed by members with unanimous consent.
Good of the Order: Kathy Adams said some BCH members requested the Christmas Party location rotate
between Whatcom and Skagit County. Bill McKenna replied that the current location is between the two
counties. Jackie added that the cost to rent the current location is $40 and it would be difficult to find a comparable location for that amount. Members in attendance supported the location that has been used the past two years.
Close Tim Surratt made a motion to adjourn which was approved with unanimous consent. The meeting was
adjourned at 8:20.
Respectfully Submitted,
Eileen Turk

Check out our new and improved
Website:
http://www.whatcom-bch.com/
Sunshine Committee

If you know someone that needs a little ray of sunshine, please contact Shirley Todhunter at 360-966-5206
or send her an email at:hermater09@gmail.com.
Bob and Cathy Rathjen: Thinking of you card sent, Bob’s cousin passed on Jan 10th.
Dennis Mauler: Thinking of you card sent, Dennis’s Mom Mary passed away Jan 14th.
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CALENDAR
Feb 2, 2019—Saturday

Chuckanut Ride, be ready to ride at 10:30am. See
below.

Feb 4, 2019—Monday

Board meeting at Roundtable Pizza, dinner at
6:00pm, meeting at 7:00pm

Feb 13, 2019—Wednesday General meeting at Laurel Community Grange,
Meeting at 7:00pm. Treats: Is someone willing to
bring treats/beverages? Let me know.
Feb 16, 2019—Saturday

Feb 25, 2019 —Monday

Work Party at Stewart Mtn. —More info at the
general meeting.
BCHW Legislative Day - Olympia, WA. Contact
Bill McKenna for more information.:
360-599-2526 or send him an email at
wintercreek10@gmail.com.

2019 COMMITTEE
CHAIRS:
LEGISLATIVE:
Bill McKenna
360-599-2526
LEAVE NO TRACE:
Bill McKenna
360-599-2526
VOLUNTEER HOURS:
Verna McLeod
360-595-2744
PROGRAMS:
Sharon Hoofnagle
360-7344258
SUNSHINE
Shirley Todhunter
360-966-5206
TRAIL HEAD
COMMITTEE
Mike McGlenn
360-739-2619
SCRAPBOOK
Debbie Lagerwey
360-354-2804
Need Pictures!

Chuckanut Ride
Saturday February 2, 2019
Time: be ready to ride at 10:30am
Lost Lake Parking lot: just South of Larrabee State park (shown on some maps as Fragrance Lake Trailhead) on
HWY 11 (Chuckanut Drive) If you are headed south on Chuckanut Drive the parking lot is on the left.
Please drive through the parking lot to the back where there is a driveway through a gate in the chain-link fence.
Go through the gate and park in the gravel area behind the fence. They are kind enough to let us use this area.
Normally a pass is required for the Lost Lake parking lot but not for BCH because some of our packers help haul
fish to the lakes each year (not on this ride).
Bring lunch, the ride is about 4 hours but timing depends on riders and how long we take for lunch.
Distance 6.5 mile, elevation gain 1525 feet.
It will be uphill going and downhill coming back. Some is logging road,
some is trail, both are rocky and gravely so most horses will need shoes.
This trail climbs steeply in some places but there is no place where a horse
will need to slide or scramble.
For more information Call or e-mail Jackie jjyy@earthlink.net
or call 360-318-5509

Trail Tales

Page 6

2019 Membership Due!
It’s time to turn in your membership for 2019. Remember you can mail the membership form attached to this
newsletter, just complete and send with your check attention to Helen Almojera, PO Box 28607, Bellingham,
WA 98228 or you can rejoin online.

FOR SALE:
Had to put my wonderful horse, Julie, down this fall. I have some beautiful equipment and 3
blankets for sale. Blankets should fit a 75-78" horse. All are washed and clean. Fine leather
English bridle with raised brow band and caveson, laced reins and snaffle bit.
Fine rolled leather halter--great for showing. Fine leather English "mini" bit and reins for double
bitting. All are clean and oiled. Grooming aids, web halter, rope halters. Everything is
ready for you or to give as a gift. For pictures and/or discussion, call or text 360-815-5992 or
email mtiemersma@hotmail.com

FOR SALE
Hard to find recreational land. 40 acres on top of Vedder Mnt. Has horse trails and camping/ parking area with picnic table and fire pit. Borders DNR. You can ride to the Heady Road from there.
Access is a gated gravel road off Reece Hill Road. Neighboring 20 acres is potentially available as
well. Views of both Sumas/ Canada and Mt. baker. Perfect for a quick getaway. Currently no
drinking water or power, but has a year round spring/ creek for stock water. For more info or to
come look at it contact Scott or Margaret Hamstra 360-303-0185 or email at: deadenddudes@gmail.com. Asking
$260,000

A Special Thank You to:

Laurel Farm & Western Supply
America’s Horse Country

Weylin & Amy Eldred
325 W Laurel Rd., Bellingham 360/398-1216 *

360/398-8050 fax
Hours: Mon– Fri: 8:30am. to 7 pm; Sat: 8:30am.to
6:00 pm. and Sun 9 am. to 5 pm.

CLASSIFIEDS
** Place your classified ad here. Classifieds are free
to Whatcom BCH members, or just $3.00 for anyone
else. Send your ad and money to the newsletter editor by the 2nd Wednesday of the month.

THE WHATCOM CHAPTER OF

INVITES YOU TO OUR 22nd.
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
AUCTION!

Friday, March 1, 2019,
EVERSON AUCTION BARN
7291 EVERSON-GOSHEN RD.
5:30-7:00 pm – Silent Auction
7:15 pm – Live Auction

Packing in for PNT at Ross Lake
August 2018, several trips done.

Back Country Horsemen have been teaching our Leave No Trace Principles by example while
helping to maintain thousands of miles of multi-use trails.
Your local Whatcom County Chapter of Backcountry Horsemen works with


City and County Parks Departments



Dept. of Natural Resources



US Forest Service



Pacific NW Trail Association



Washington Trail Association

to protect Multi-User Trailheads and trail facilities in remote areas of our region.
Volunteer members ride and pack in supplies by horseback on maintenance projects to benefit
many users.
Funds raised buy equipment and supplies to help preserve our right to ride and access public lands
for future generations. As a local non profit organization, we rely on community support of our
efforts on behalf of all trail users, including riders, bikers, runners, walkers, and naturalists.

Join our fun Auction on March 1, 2019, Everson Auction Barn!
(Cash or Check only)

For more information or to donate call:
Melinda Smull at 360-595-2137
Sam Miller at 360-325-2833 or
Nancy Giordano at 360-961-0822
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Fran Van Diest
WBCH Newsletter Editor
723 Van Wyck Rd
Bellingham , WA 98226
(360) 734-2567

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back
country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. To assist
the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource. To
educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen
and the general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of new
chapters in the state organization.

Next
Whatcom Chapter Backcountry Horsemen
Meeting:

General Meeting: February 13, 2019
Laurel Community Grange
6172 Guide Meridian , Lynden, WA
Meeting at 7:00pm.
Treats: ?

