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BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in
America’s back country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. To assist the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and
management of said resource. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use
of the back country resource by horsemen and the general public commensurate with our heritage.
To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters in the state organization.

The month of January has been challenging for all of us, the weather and
covid has dictated our time to spend together, or ride and work on the trails.
I would like to thank everyone who has renewed their membership. It says
so much how you support the chapter and the mission statement behind Back
Country Horsemen. If you have not had the opportunity to do so you can go
online or mail in your membership. We have mail in form in the newsletter or
we can send you one.
I would also like to thank Sonja Wingard and Patricia Yust for your chapter
donation along with renewing your chapter membership.
I would like to thank everyone for all the reported volunteer hours you have
turned in. I know many of you have many unreported hours. I am just as guilty
as you are, it does take time to fill out a report and Verna and Fran are more
than welcome to help you. Your hours do not always have to be basic on
the trail work related. It can be Education and LNT, Administrative and
attending a Public Meeting, helping at a cookout for the trail crew, security at
the trailhead for a work party. All you do for the good of the mission and for
the chapter is valuable time you have spent.
We have our General Zoom Meeting February 9thWedmesday at 7pm. I
hope to hear or see you all.
Be safe, stay warm and ride on!
~Cindy Piccolo Whatcom Chapter President

Membership:
Fran Van Diest
360-734-2567
Newsletter Editor &
Publicity
Fran Van Diest
fvandiest@msn.com
360-734-2567

Check out our Website:
http://www.whatcom-bch.com/
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VET NOTES Sharon Hoofnagle D.V.M. Insight and Kindness
It was going to be an easy day. Maybe even time for lunch.
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Rocky Leavitt
360-599-2675

That changed when at 7 am, a call came in from a client with a possible colic. So much for an
Joe Remenar
easy day I thought. Out of usual hours phone calls are an alarm for vets. It usually means an
360-778-9848
emergency. Even if it isn’t, the adrenaline surge sticks with us for a while. But in this case
the sting was alleviated - Sue apologized for calling early. “Smoky didn’t eat all her hay last
Roger Nelson
night and was down this morning. She’s up and eating now. I don’t think I need you to see
360-599-2461
her right now, but I wanted to find out how busy your day is. If you’re going to Lummi
Island or totally booked up later I would like to have you check her over now if you have
WORK PARTY
time but I would rather wait and watch her awhile.” I replied “I am fine with you watching
COORDINATOR
her. I have a pretty full day but nothing that I can’t leave if Smoky gets worse and I will be
Roger Nelson
pretty close by all day”. During the day I occasionally called Sue for an update. Smoky
360-599-2461
improved throughout the day and by early afternoon seemed totally normal.
PACKING
At 6:00 I was headed home when a frantic call came in. The caller was hysterical. “My horse COORDINATOR
just pulled a telephone pole over on himself” she gasped. I reversed direction and took off for
Rocky Leavitt
her farm. She was sobbing and almost incoherent. I couldn’t even determine the state of the
360-599-2675
horse. About 5 min from her farm another call came through from someone else. A quiet
voice drawled “This is Ben. We found Blackie down this morning. We got him up and we’ve
been walking him all day, but he has steadily been getting worse. He has been down and rolling for an hour now,
so I suppose you better come out.” I quickly explained about the horse with the pole and asked him to call one of
my colleagues to see if they could get out to his place. He called back in a few minutes to tell me the other
veterinarian was on the way. I breathed a sigh of relief, thank goodness for our close-knit vet community.
Smoky recovered completely, as did Blackie, and amazingly enough the horse hit by the telephone pole only
needed a few lacerations sutured up.
A lot has been discussed about the shortage of equine practitioners. New grads are lasting about 5 years in equine
medicine and then they switch to the more lucrative and life- style friendly small animal field. All veterinarians
have a high depression rate and life balance issues.
Horse owners can help. Express appreciation, pay your bills, have your horses ready, train them to be veterinarian
friendly, offer a cold glass of water, provide shade, and call only during regular hours unless it’s an emergency.
Accept other veterinarians that are covering calls for your regular vet.
Still, I never forgot Sue’s approach. She was smart - she knew a vet can be over-run with emergencies and it is
wise to call early, but it was her unspoken message that touched me. It was the message that she needed me, she
depended on and trusted me for the care of her horse. And she backed it up by being willing to pay for a call and
exam that may not be necessary if it will make my day easier. She valued me not just as a veterinarian but as a
human being. She was intuitive enough to know the difficulties of someone else’s job.
All three clients remained some of my favorite people. (Most of you are). You enabled me to pursue a life dream
and for that I thank you and your animals.
After- hour calls are routinely charged an extra fee. I continued to care for Sue's horses for another 35 years, but
even if an emergency occurred in the middle of the night, I never charged her an after-hours fee.
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Gen meeting minutes Jan 12, 2022
General Membership Meeting WBCH
Due to covid 19 the meeting was held by video conference, with phone access also. (Zoom)
Officers present were Cindy P, Sharon H, Fran V, Tim V, Roger N, Jackie Y
A total of 15 members were present including officers
Cindy P. called the meeting to order at 7:02.
(Items in parentheses are explanatory notes added post-meeting)
Budget: Tim V went through the proposed budget. (The budget differed slightly from the budget approved by the
board. However, all changes had been discussed and approved by the board and all board members had copies of
the changes. Because of covid it was difficult to know what to include). Expenditures and income from the
proposed auction were added, also the same for our fund-raising rides. Membership may increase. Funds for zoom
meetings were added. There were increased funds for Vedder Mt and the Y-Rd porta-potty. We may purchase a
“forever license for the club trailer. The amount is about what we would pay for four years of license tabs. The
budget was “planning for the best”, hoping we will be able to hold all functions.
Sharon moved we approve the budget, Geri S seconded. Motion passed.
Directors: no report
Trailheads:
Vedder: Roger N, nothing new, roads are clear.
There was a discussion on access roads. Kathy A asked about S Pass Rd, Roger said it is closed due to a land slide
earlier. Goshen Rd is closed west of Roberts Rd.
Other road closures mentioned are: Fazon Rd at Roberts Rd, Pole rd. (county website doesn’t list it at closed
anywhere)
Rob D said a bridge is out on Minkler Rd in Skagit County.
Y-Rd: Sharon H reported a possible new land slide on a Y-Rd trail. There is some confusion on whether it is a new
one or the one reported in Nov. Margaret H will try to check it out.
Fran offered to post road closures if they are sent to her.
Arroyo: Jackie- The city has given us permission to repair the trail access at the Arroyo trail head. It will take a lot
of shoring up. Costs are unknown. Also, we should try to find out the plans the owner of our parking area has for
her land.
Scott Hamstra offered to donate and deliver a load of gravel for the trail work, Scott was thanked! Jackie will check
with the Parks Dept on when and where for the gravel.
Cindy suggested checking on a shared lease agreement the Greys Harbor BCH chapter has with other user groups,
it is $2500 per year.
Chuckanut: Jackie- trails are cleared, the southern end trails have more sun exposure and thaw faster.
Auction: it has been moved to May 14th. Geri asked about an online auction. Tim V and Jackie just completed one
for another group, they are looking into it for our auction. Geri volunteered to help. Also, Geri may be able to store
items. She asked if we go online do we get our deposit back. No answer
Good of the order: Cindy asked Rob D to report on Skagit’s Christmas Party. Rob said there was a pretty good
turn-out. Rocky and Joe from Whatcom attended, it was low-key, no gift exchange.
Leadership Training: Rob D- for the virtual and in-person training the deadline for registration is tomorrow night
(Jan 13). Also, Rendezvous reservations are open on BCHW web site. (reservations are only needed for camp spots
and dinner, do not need a reservation to attend.)
Volunteer hours: Verna M reported 102 hours reported in Dec. She read off the names.
Sharon asked Tim if volunteer hours reported for Dec counted toward the grants since the grant runs from Nov
2021 thru Oct 2022. They do not because only work done in MBSNF count.
Andy moved that the meeting be adjourned, Verna seconded. The meeting was closed at 7:54.
Colette won the draw.
Submitted by Sharon Hoofnagle secretary
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WANTED: 7-15 YEAR OLD QUARTER HORSE OR QUARTER HORSE MIX MARE
15 15.3 hands. Good Trail Horse. No bad habits. References available upon request. Please call: Peggy or
Ed Chase at 360-988-5332
________________________________________________________________________________
WANTED TO BUY - BOOTS FOR HORSES. Any size, condition, even trashy. No Easycare Styles. $5.00
each?. Marie Tiemersma; mtiemersma@hotmail.com; 360-815-5992
___________________________________________________________________________________________
BOARDING PLACE FOR HORSE: I have a friend who is looking for a place to board a horse. Please let
members know or put it in the next news letter. They can contact me at 360 318-5509 or jjyy@earthlink.net
Feb’21---Jan’22

A Special Thank You to:

Laurel Farm & Western Supply
America’s Horse Country

Weylin & Amy Eldred
325 W Laurel Rd., Bellingham 360/398-1216

* 360/398-8050 fax
Hours: Mon– Fri: 8:30am. to 7 pm; Sat:
8:30am.to 6:00 pm. and Sun 9 am. to 5 pm.

Sunshine Committee

If you know someone that needs a little ray of sunshine, please contact Michelle McKenna at 360-599-2526 or
send her an email at: wintercreek10@gmail.com

May’21--April’22
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CALENDAR

2022 COMMITTEE
CHAIRS:
LEGISLATIVE:
Bill McKenna
360-599-2526

Due to the coronavirus, more information on the following will be sent by email at
a later date. All dates are currently pending until further notice.

At this time work parties will be scheduled as needed and email will be
sent to notify members.

LEAVE NO TRACE:
Bill McKenna
360-599-2526
VOLUNTEER HOURS:
Verna McLeod
360-595-2744

Jan 31, 2022----zoom board meeting at 7:00pm.
Feb 9, 2022-----zoom general meeting at 7:00pm.

PROGRAMS:
Sharon Hoofnagle
360-7344258

Feb 28, 2022---zoom board meeting at 7:00pm

SAVE THE DATE!

SUNSHINE
Michelle McKenna
360-599-2526

May 14 2022

TRAIL HEAD
COMMITTEE
Mike McGlenn
360-739-2619

WHATCOM CHAPTER

SCRAPBOOK
Debbie Lagerwey
360-354-2804
Need Pictures!

INVITES YOU TO OUR 23rd. ANNUAL FUNDRAISER AUCTION at the Deming Logging
Show!
More information at a later date.
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the auction was rescheduled
several times, we have rescheduled for May 14, 2022. For
more information, contact Melinda Smull at 60-595-2137.

EDITOR’S POLICIES
Trail Tales is published monthly. Deadline for submission of articles is the 15th of
each month. Non-copyrighted submissions are welcomed (subject to space
limitations). Opinions and views expressed in letters or personal articles are not
necessarily the opinions of BCH. Send submissions to: Editor, Fran Van Diest, 723
Van Wyck Rd, Bellingham, WA. 98226. Email to: fvandiest@msn.com.

Membership for 2022
It’s time to start thinking of
renewing your membership
for 2022. This is your last
newsletter
Your membership ends
December 31, 2021. You can
renew your membership by
going to https://
www.bchw.org/ click on membership/join/renew box and
then click on join or renew
link or complete the attached
membership form and return to
the address listed on the form.
Under the new policy, all
memberships go to Dana-BCHW membership chair.
Fran
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Adult patches for volunteer hours for 2021
Colette Cloutier
50
Colette Cloutier

100

Ryan Heacock 50
Bob Rathjen 200
Marie Tiemersma

200

Rocky Leavitt 2500

Volunteer Hours for
December 2021,
Basic--16.5 hours,
admin--73.5 hours and
travel---7 hours.
Bill McKenna
Bobbie Carter
Cindy Piccolo

Pictured:
Bob with 200
hour patch and
below Marie
with 200 hour
patch.
More on the
next page.

Fran Van Diest
Jackie Yereance
Mike McGlenn
Roger Edmonds
Sharon Hoofnagle
Tim Van Beek
Verna McLeod

BCHW Saw Certification Class
Saturday, February 5TH 2022 8:30AM
TRACI KOCH OAKLAND BAY PRESIDENT,
DIRECTIONS: Going North Hwy 101 from Olympia go to
mile marker 356 turn RIGHT on to OLD OLYMPIC HWY.
Go 1/2 mile turn RIGHT on CRADDICK Road look for signs
for parking. There will be Hot Coffee and a warm lunch provided or bring your own.
The class will be for beginners on Battery and Gas Chainsaw
and Cross cut.
Also Certification For A B C Need to register at: https://
www.bchw.org/bchw_saw_certification_class.php
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Volunteer hours
patches given to
Colette for 100
hours and to
Ryan for 50
hours and below
for Rocky for
2500 hours.

Congratulations to Marie, Colette, Ryan, Bob and Rocky! Thank you for
all your help!
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For more information check BCHW.org
https://www.bchw.org/bchw_2022_rendezvous.php
Also check out the THN newsletter,
click here:https://www.bchw.org/files/thn-janfeb-2022-web.pdf
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Fran Van Diest
WBCH Newsletter Editor
723 Van Wyck Rd
Bellingham, WA 98226
(360) 734-2567

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back
country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. To assist
the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource. To
educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen
and the general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of new
chapters in the state organization.

Next
Whatcom Chapter Backcountry Horsemen
Meeting:

General Meeting: Feb 9, 2022
More information later

