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BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses
in America’s back country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain
open to recreational stock use. To assist the various governmental and private agencies in
their maintenance and management of said resource. To educate, encourage and solicit
active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen and the
general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of
new chapters in the state organization.

I am hoping everyone has been getting some riding, packing, camping, clinics,
haying or just doing some quality time for yourself. We have many events
coming up. Please look at the calendar if you would like to participate in any
event. Feel free to call anyone of the coordinators. I am sure they would love to
hear from you.
I would like to thank the packers. Rocky, Roger, Joe, Bob and Bill for supporting the trail crews at Robinson Creek. They are doing some important work
building a bridge and hauling in timber. If there is ever a chance, please ride
with them and give a helping hand loading and unloading or just say "Thank
you".
We had a great time at Cutthroat Pass Ride. A huge thank you to Mike
McGlenn for guiding us and showing us a spectacular and special place to ride.
If you ever get a chance to ride this trail system please take the opportunity to
experience this back-country trail which is part of Pacific Crest Trail system.

Secretary:
Eileen Turk
360-303-8969

The Old Settlers Parade is July 27th , Dennis Mauler would love to have you join
him. It is a way to show the county how many horse and mule users there are in
our area. For more information see our Events Calendar.

Treasurer:
Jackie Yereance
360-318-5509

My thoughts for this month; have confidence, be confident, laugh, be confident
with your horse, trust your group, trust your
experience. Yes fear will come into play.
Embrace Fear. It's okay and own it.

Membership:
Helen Almojera
360-592-8080

Thank you everyone for all the work you do
on our state, county and city level. This is
definitely a "Getter Done Chapter"
Ride on!
Cindy VP

Newsletter Editor &
Publicity
Fran Van Diest
fvandiest@msn.com
360-734-2567

Picture: General meeting, July 10, 2019 guest
speaker Molly McDaniel giving a demonstration
working with mules, Bill helping out.
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FOR SALE:
"Unique 20' GN trailer made for short box truck. Been used as a 3 horse
trailer, but used for anything. Pulls nice. Tall/wide. Semi camp ready.
Asking $3500.00. Judy Kinna 360.988.0351."

2019
TRAIL BOSSES
Cindy Piccolo
360-966-4082
Rocky Leavitt
360-599-2675

***************************************************************************************

FOR SALE or LEASE: Paint gelding 16 hands,
about 15 years old. Has been trail and arena ridden intermediate rider recommended. Loads, Clips,
bathes. Would consider sale or would like to go to a
good home for feed lease.
Mick and Toni Blakely Cell phone 360-201-1098

Joe Remenar
360-818-4481
Roger Nelson
360-599-2461
WORK PARTY
COORDINATOR
Roger Nelson
360-599-2461

************************************************************************
LEASE FOR BREEDING OR COMPANION (temp.)
16 year warmblood mare available for (free) breeding lease or companion horse (pasture
sound only). Has had two healthy foals, most recently last year. Good manners, easy to
handle and easy on the fences. Owner will take her back in a year/after breeding, if need
be. Placement is only due to out-of-state commitment for the next 9 months. Email
Catherine for more information/details: maderacatherine72@gmail.com

Check out our new and improved
Website:
http://www.whatcom-bch.com/

PACKING
COORDINATOR
Rocky Leavitt
360-599-2675

Advertising Rates
Full Page----$45.00/month, limited to space available
1/2 Page……$90.00 for 6 months or $150.00/Year
1/4 Page……$60.00 for 6 months or $100.00/Year

CLASSIFIEDS
** Place your classified ad here. Classifieds are
free to Whatcom BCH members, or just $3.00
for anyone else. Send your ad and money to the
newsletter editor by the 2nd Wednesday of the
month.

Business Card….$30.00 for 6 months or $50.00/ Year
Classifieds………$3.00 per month
Free Classifieds for members!

EDITOR’S POLICIES
Trail Tales is published monthly. Deadline for submission of articles is the 15th of each month. Non-copyrighted
submissions are welcomed (subject to space limitations). Opinions and views expressed in letters or personal
articles are not necessarily the opinions of BCH. Send submissions to: Editor, Fran Van Diest, 723 Van Wyck Rd,
Bellingham, WA. 98226. Email to: fvandiest@msn.com.

Trail Tales

Page 3

General Membership Meeting
July 10, 2019
Minutes
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm at Misty River Ranch in Deming, WA. Agenda and minutes of June
meeting were approved. After the Pledge of Allegiance, members viewed a presentation by Molly McDaniels on
mule and horse training and handling.
Reports:
Treasurer Jackie Yereance gave the Treasurer’s report.
Volunteer Hours: 178 volunteer hours in May and 274.5 in June. Rod had 12 DNR hours at Les Hilde.
Legislative: Bill McKenna reported on the state board meeting. The state association sent a thank you for the
chapter’s auction donation. New regulations regarding chapter financials. require budgets be submitted by the 1st
of February. In-house periodic audits will be conducted by the state org.
Calendars for 2020 are in and ready to sell. The price is $15.00 The chapter receives $5.00 for each calendar
sold, $10.00 goes to the state organization.
The grant Bill submitted came through funding work on every equestrian trail in Whatcom County. Partner
agencies will be involved in planning and completing work. Excelsior trail will have funding priority and projects
will focus on trail safety. Some of the other large projects that were funded include replacing boardwalks and
turnpikes in Schreiber's Meadow with help from Skagit County BCHW. Bill will be meeting with Forest Service
Rangers soon to plan projects. Funds from the statewide grants can be moved around as needed and there is no
penalty for not completing projects outlined in the grants.
DNR sent a gracious thank you for the chapter’s work on DNR lands.
Club Campout- Rocky and Rodney reported the annual club camp out at Heady Road was a success. Beautiful
weather, great company and plenty of food made for a wonderful time.
Work Party Coordinator- Roger Nelson reported work parties will be scheduled later. Saturday is the Cutthroat
Pass Trail Ride. Those interested will meet at IGA parking lot at 7:15 AM Saturday, July 13. Bring lunch, snacks
and water.
Packing Coordinator: Rocky reported Roy’s picnic table was delivered to the trail top at Saxon. Roy made 2
more benches which will need to be delivered. The loop trail is open and passable.
Joe will be leaving Monday July 15 and Rocky Tuesday the 16th for Winthrop packing trip. They can use help
and invite those with horse or mule that can handle packing lumber.
August- There will be 3 weekends of packing in August. Contact Rocky if you are interested.
Trailheads / Trails
Vetter Mountain: Roger reported all trails are open. In general, all trails need to be brushed.
Lake Whatcom/Stewart Mt.: Sharon Hoofnagle reminded members to pay attention on rides, know where you are
so you can report your location to 911 services. GPS coordinates are best.
Take photo of the trailhead gate you use as there may be several entrances to the trail. Realize it takes time to get
help when out on the trail.
Pending Business:
Rodney reported that the kiosk was installed at Y Road/Stewart Mountain. Sharon would like more information
on the kiosk including information on knowing how to report location if lost.
Garmin In-Reach was successfully purchased and service started. The committee will meet to establish guidelines soon. The unit will be used for upcoming club rides and packing trips.
New Business:
August 13- Skagit Poker Ride
August 16-18: “Take back the campground” at Harry Osborne Park sponsored by the Skagit Chapter.
Whatcom Chapter members are invited to join Skagit in reclaiming the horse campground.
Joe Remenar suggested the chapter honor Roy Van Diest who is turning 80 this month. Cindy will coordinate.
Motion was made by Joe Remenar to adjourn the meeting. Motion was seconded and passed.
Meeting adjourned at 8:44 pm.
Respectfully submitted: Eileen Turk, secretary
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VET NOTES- this month’s vet notes is courtesy of the American Assoc. of Equine Practitioners- submitted by Sharon Hoofnagle D.V.M.

10 Tips for Choosing the Best Hay for Your Horse
High-quality hay can be an important source of essential nutrients in your horse’s diet. A horse’s protein and energy
requirements depend on age, stage of development, metabolism and workload. A mature horse will eat 2 to 2.5 percent of its body weight a day, and for optimum health, nutritionists recommend that at least half of this should be
roughage such as hay. For a 1,000-pound horse, that means at least 10 pounds of roughage each day.
Hay generally falls into one of two categories – grasses or legumes. Legume hay is higher in protein, energy, calcium and vitamin A than grass hays. While hay alone may not meet the total dietary requirements of young, growing
horses or those used for high levels of performance, high- quality hay may supply ample nutrition for less active
adult horses.
Once you’ve determined the best category of hay for your horse, most people select hay based on how it looks,
smells and feels. Use the following tips from the American Association of Equine Practitioners (AAEP) to select the best hay for your horse:
1. It’s what’s inside that counts. Ask that one or several bales are opened so you can evaluate the hay inside the
bales. Do not worry about slight discoloration on the outside, especially in stacked hay.
2. Choose hay that is as fine-stemmed, green and leafy as possible, and is soft to the touch.
3. Avoid hay that is overcured, excessively sun-bleached, or smells moldy, musty, dusty or fermented.
4. Select hay that has been harvested when the plants are in early bloom for legume hay or before seed heads have
formed in grasses. Examine the leaves, stems and flowers or seed pods to determine the level of maturity.
5. Avoid hay that contains significant amounts of weeds, dirt, trash or debris.
6. Examine hay for signs of insect infestation or disease. Be especially careful to check for blister beetles in
alfalfa. Ask the grower about any potential problems in the region.
7. Reject bales that seem excessively heavy for their size or feel warm to the touch, as they could contain excess
moisture that could cause mold, or worse, spontaneous combustion.
8. When possible, purchase and feed hay within a year of harvest to preserve its nutritional value
9. Store hay in a dry, sheltered area out of the rain, snow and sun, or cover in the stack to protect it from the elements.
10. When buying in quantity, have the hay analyzed by a certified forage laboratory to determine its actual nutrient
content.
Remember that horses at different ages and stages of growth, development and activity have different dietary requirements. Consult your veterinarian or a qualified equine nutritionist when formulating your horse’s ration. He or
she can help you put together a balanced diet that is safe, nutritious and cost-effective.
More information about nutrition also can be found online on the AAEP’s website, www.aaep.org/.
Reprinted with permission from the American Association of Equine Practitioners
A Special Thank You to:

Laurel Farm & Western Supply

America’s Horse Country

Weylin & Amy Eldred
325 W Laurel Rd., Bellingham 360/398-1216 * 360/398

-8050 fax
Hours: Mon– Fri: 8:30am. to 7 pm; Sat: 8:30am.to 6:00 pm.
and Sun 9 am. to 5 pm.

Sunshine Committee
If you know someone that needs a little ray of sunshine, please contact Shirley Todhunter at 360-9665206 or send her an email at:hermater09@gmail.com.
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CALENDAR
Aug 5th.—Monday
Aug 14th—Wednesday

Month of August

Oct 5—Saturday

Board Meeting at Roundtable Pizza on Sunset Dr.
dinner at 6:00pm, meeting at 7:00pm.
General Meeting at Misty River Ranch,5690 N.
Fork , Deming. Potluck at 6:00pm, meeting at
7:00pm. Please bring a dish to share, your plate, utensils, chair and a beverage.
Pack in/out trips in August for BCHW and other
agencies, if you can help out, please contact Rocky
Leavitt at rockyleavitt044@gmail.com. Need help
packing in supplies and tools and packing out when
done. Don’t have a packing animal, no problem,
come and join the ride, help load and unload, gives
you a chance to check out the trails!
Salmon Ride Fundraiser at Bryce Creek Horse
Camp! See below.

2019 COMMITTEE
CHAIRS:
LEGISLATIVE:
Bill McKenna
360-599-2526
LEAVE NO TRACE:
Bill McKenna
360-599-2526
VOLUNTEER HOURS:
Verna McLeod
360-595-2744
PROGRAMS:
Sharon Hoofnagle
360-7344258
SUNSHINE
Shirley Todhunter
360-966-5206
TRAIL HEAD
COMMITTEE
Mike McGlenn
360-739-2619
SCRAPBOOK
Debbie Lagerwey
360-354-2804
Need Pictures!

Save the Date!

Salmon Fest Ride Fundraiser at Bryce Creek Horse Camp
Join Whatcom Backcountry Horsemen for their third annual Salmon Fest Ride Fundraiser on Saturday,
October 5th at Heady trails for a fun 2 —2 1/2 hour Autumn ride and a delicious lunch of grilled King
Salmon!
First riders out at 9:30 am, last rider at 11:00am.
Lunch at 12:30—2:00pm.
Ride and Salmon lunch donation of $15.00
Children 12 and under $10.00
Ride and hot dog lunch donation of $10.00
Ride only donation of $10.00
Trails will be marked.
Cash or checks only!
No dogs on ride.
Contact : Helen at 360-592-8080 for more info.
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Cutthroat Pass Ride 2019
We all met at the old Dodson’s I G A around 7:00 am at Nugent’s corner to drive over Highway 20 to Rainy Pass
Trailhead and our ride to Cutthroat Pass. There was 8 people and 8 stock that enjoy all the mountain scenery.
Everybody had a good time, all the animals behaved except my Jill she was kicking so I went to the back of the
line, the trails were well laid out very safe no bad spots, this is part of the Pacific Crest trail and this section was
maybe 7 miles round trip, we seen lots of hikers and as you can see from the picture we felt like we were on top of
the world. I checked my phone’s g p s and we were almost at the 7000 foot level. Hope to see you on the trail.
Roger

Pictured: Mike, Rocky, Roger, Cindy, Rodney, Ann Marie and Jackie.
Ann was taking the picture. Looks like a beautiful day for a ride!
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Whatcom conservation District:
Way back in the spring of 2017 I read an ad for a small farm expo to be held at
the Lynden Fairgrounds. Being a horse owner with the horse living here on the
property it seemed like a good idea for me to go and see what this was all
about. I did go and spent several hours looking and talking with folks from a
variety of companies and groups that were promoting their place in our horse or
other livestock lives. There was a varied group of speakers, something for everyone to learn from on a number of topics.
The group that interested me the most was the Whatcom Conservation District. I looked at their literature. Avoided talking with them as I didn't want to
get sucked into something I wasn't sure of. Really didn't want to have some government agency coming and condemning my practices and causing me grief over my property management or lack of same. Finally when the
crowds started to disperse and things got quieter I did go back to the booth. I met Katie Pencke who wanted to
help me with any questions I had. I told her I was leery of having them come by as I didn't want the government
on my land. She explained that she and her group didn't operate that way. They were there to help, not hinder. I
could have a farm visit, a soil test, get a free manure bunker tarp and they would do me up a farm plan to help
guide me in better management of my horse property. What they would not do was turn me in if they found something wrong that could be changed with some guidance on their part and some effort on mine. Katie was able to
convince me that their mandate was to help not hinder. I finally agreed to grant them access for the inspection and
guidance program.
Katie came in March of 2017 and spent quite a bit of time with me. We walked the place. She made notes. I
found out that I wasn't doing everything wrong. Also found out there were some things I could do differently, and
in fact better, that would help my sort of failing pasture. She did take 28 soil samples from the ground and sent
them in for analysis of soil type and what was in the soil or lacking from the soil. In May Katie came back and
presented me with the Farm Plan for my property. This included a sit down discussion going over the points she
had compiled into a nice 3 ring binder for me. A map of the place with the soil types laid out. An idea for how to
break the 5 acres up and be able to rotate the grazing to allow the ground to rejuvenate on its own. She talked
about aeration of the pasture, drainage and drain filters, mud management and overall manure and water management. We discussed what I would need to add to the soil to help it sustain itself by way of fertilizers, weed issues,
addition of lime and a host of other things.
Over the last 2 years I have been able to do many of the suggestions she made in the farm plan. The cross fencing
and rotation has made great changes in the pasture. The aeration has been done for two years. Horses really compact the ground and the aeration, pulling plugs down about 2 inches into the soil, has made a noticeable improvement in the amount of grass for grazing. The WCD now has a manure spreader that you can borrow for no
cost. You pull it behind a lawn mower or a tractor. You make an appointment and they bring it out and show you
how it works. They have grant programs available to help you with the cost of some things if you qualify for the
terms of the grant. They have a variety of seminars all year with many topics of interest to folks like us. They continue to have the Farm show each spring, BCHW has had a booth there. Some are on site farm visits some are at a
meeting room, I have been to many of them and found them to be very helpful. Getting on their mailing list is very
useful for good information. In my opinion my experience with Katie Pencke and Corina Cheever has been nothing but positive. They both have helped me, my horse Jake and our land greatly. I would urge any of you that
keep your stock on your property to consider contacting them to see what they can offer you.
Katie Pencke, Resource Specialist, 360 526 2381 kpencke@whatcomcd.org
Corina Cheever, 360 526 2381, ccheever@whatcomed.org
Mike McGlenn
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BCHW Work Party at Mazama, Robinson Creek Trailhead
July 16—July 19, 2019
Some arrived on Monday July 15th and the rest showed up on Tuesday.
They started stripping the bridge on Tuesday and started packing planks
on Wednesday. There were 40 Horsemen that showed up for this work
party. The Okanagan Chapter made sure we were fed really good with a
nice barbecued steak dinner, salad and homemade pies. I had seconds!
Whatcom packers’ job this week was to pack in 36 (4”x12”x6/1/2 ft.)
decking for a bridge and to pack out the old decking. We packed in the
planks for 4/1/2 miles to the bridge. Joe arrived on Monday and helped
strip the bridge and also packed each day the tools, nails and miscellaneous. We did one trip on Wednesday, two trips on Thursday and one
trip on Friday and we were able to finish the bridge that day.
The outfitter in the area provided all the hay and packer pellets for 40
plus stock. The outfitter had 7 pack animals and his job was to pack 16
bags of packer pellets to the airport which was 21 miles in to a group brushing sections of the trail and another
group that supported the Rock creek trail that is just before the airport and to the Pacific Crest trail and also to a
group that had logged out the trail to the airport before getting ready for this work party.
We saw lots of hikers on the trail with our stock, they stopped to thank us for all our hard work. If it wasn’t for
Jason Ridlon organizing these groups it wouldn’t have gotten done. Jason Ridlon is our state Vice president for
people who don’t know him.
The packers from our Chapter
were: Rocky Leavitt, myself,
Bill McKenna, Joe Remenar and
Bob Rathjen.
Rocky had 4 animals, Bill and I
had 3 animals, Joe and Bob had 2
animals at this long week work
party. Cathy Rathjen was there
one day of the work party.
We got home on Saturday, July
20th.
Hope to see you on the trail.
Roger Nelson
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Fran Van Diest
WBCH Newsletter Editor
723 Van Wyck Rd
Bellingham , WA 98226
(360) 734-2567

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back
country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. To assist
the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource. To
educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen
and the general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of new
chapters in the state organization.

Next
Whatcom Chapter Backcountry Horsemen
Meeting:

General Meeting: August 14, 2019
Misty River Ranch
5690 N. Fork, Deming, WA
Potluck: 6:00pm
Meeting at 7:00pm.

