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Notes from the President

August 2022

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in
America’s back country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. To assist the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and
management of said resource. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use
of the back country resource by horsemen and the general public commensurate with our heritage.
To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters in the state organization.

GRANT PROJECTS UPDATE
In the month of August there will be work parties with the Forest Service and a
variety of other user groups for Schreiber's Meadow and Excelsior. From the 1st
through the 4th and the 8th through the 11th we'll be at Schreiber's. Other dates
have been scheduled as well and on the 30th we will be working with the WTA on
Excelsior Pass. Work on Schreiber's Meadow will consist primarily of a multi day
gravel packs with motorized totes provided by the Skagit chapter and the Whatcom
county corrections department. We will be installing about 200' of single pole turnpike, installing a box culvert and two small steps.
For the Excelsior project, we'll be working with a WTA crew and a mule team
gravel pack and packing bridge components to the work site. Then a short bridge
between the last two sets of steps will be constructed. While the bridge is put
together the steps will be filled with gravel and small rocks found on the trail
leading to the work site. Any help for either of these two projects will be greatly
appreciated.
These projects will finalize two of the much needed trail repairs on two of the most
popular high country trails in Whatcom county. The two stretches of trail were
identified as two of the worst parts of our equestrian trails in the high country and
will now be some of the best stretches on these
popular trails.
But there's still more to do in the near and
distant future. The USFS trail
maintenance budget is shrinking and so is their
crew size. It will be up to user groups like
BCH, WTA, PNTA and others to step up or our
Forest Service trails will be in shambles. All
BCH members, regardless of chapter
affiliation, need to get involved to preserve our
high country trails.
Bill McKenna
Director
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Sharon Hoofnagle D.V.M. Degree of Lameness

The person on the phone didn’t sound too concerned. “This is definitely not an urgent matter
but I was wondering if you could see Smoky sometime this week, he seems to be having a
problem with his right front.” We arranged for me to see him in two days. When I drove up to
the barn, I could see Smoky in a corral and was aghast. Smoky was standing on three legs. He
could not bear any weight on the rt front. The leg was swollen from hoof to elbow. “How long
has he been like this?” The owner replied, “about a month but he is still eating good.”
Contrast that to the frantic owner who called with an emergency, Blackie was “dead lame”,
could I come out immediately? When I drove up Blackie trotted up to the fence. “Uhh”, I
asked, “which leg is the problem?” They replied “Oh you can’t see it, but I can feel it when I
trot her, something is off”
Both of those are true stories. Nowadays things are much simpler- if there is any question of if
a situation is an emergency the vet just has the owner send a video of the horse. Not just for a
lameness but lacerations, swellings, mild colics, etc.
But the following scale might be helpful to you, not just in informing your veterinarian but for
you if your vet says your horse is “grade 3 lame”. Granted, the scale is subjective and there are
some differences in interpretation. It was developed by the American Association of Equine
Practitioners.
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Rocky Leavitt
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Lameness in horses is defined as any abnormality in gait that negatively affects the horse.
The scale can also be helpful for a trail rider. If your horse goes suddenly lame on the trail and then either
improves or worsens it would be helpful for your vet to know the degree of lameness at different times.
• 0: Lameness not perceptible under any circumstances.
• 1: Lameness is difficult to observe and is not consistently apparent, regardless of circumstances (e.g., under
saddle, circling, inclines, hard surface, etc.).
• 2: Lameness is difficult to observe at a walk or when trotting in a straight line but consistently apparent under
certain circumstances (e.g., weight-carrying, circling, inclines, hard surface, etc.).
• 3: Lameness is consistently observable at a trot under all circumstances.
• 4: Lameness is obvious at a walk.
• 5: Lameness produces minimal weight-bearing in motion and/or at rest or a complete inability to move.

Volunteer Hours:
Report your hours to Verna at verna@soundengineering.com.

Growsource

Products: topsoil blend, garden blend,
fertilizing, testing, compost, magic mulch,
bark, rock, crushed rock.
Hannegan road next to Builder’s Alliance
Open 8-5pm Monday-Friday, 8-4pm Sat.
360-318-8554. Deliveries Monday--Saturday.

EDITOR’S POLICIES
Trail Tales is published monthly. Deadline for submission of articles is the 15th of each month. Non-copyrighted
submissions are welcomed (subject to space limitations). Opinions and views expressed in letters or personal articles
are not necessarily the opinions of BCH. Send submissions to: Editor, Fran Van Diest, 723 Van Wyck Rd,
Bellingham, WA. 98226. Email to: fvandiest@msn.com.
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WBCH general Meeting minutes July 13 2022
The meeting was called to order at 7:53 at Misty River. It was preceded by a potluck and a guest speaker:
Cassie Cichorz from the Washington State Dept of Agriculture gave an hour presentation on the Asian Hornet.
Sunshine: Michelle M- has new cards made by a member
Treasurer: Tim V. gave the treasurers report. The balances are available to members by request. We purchased
tools with the Hot Shot and RCO funding. There will be a work party at Fran and Roy's to mark them.
Director: Bill M.- at the last board meeting on June 18th, the new organization was finalized. The new
Executive Committee meets monthly then the President will hold a zoom call for all Directors to get an update
on what the EC discussed and are working on.
Calendars: the new calendars are available There are many photos of our members, thanks to Joe and Fran for
submitting them. We are selling them for $15. The cost from the state is $10., each chapter can set their own
price.
Work party coordinator: Roger N.- all the trails are very brushy. Our last wp was at Vedder at the trailhead
with 17 people and two tractors. The drive was graveled, brush cut back, and bark spread. Thanks to Todd Beld
from Grow Source for donating the bark. Stremler gravel gave a reduced price for the gravel and spread it for
us. Mike M and Bill M had their tractors working. Joe brought the club trailer. Thanks to Bolton Tire in
Lynden, they replaced tires and worked on the brakes, all in 24 hr. turn-around. Bill M cooked chili in the
Dutch oven. He also cooked corn bread and cobbler.
Roger N found a saran-wrap tent at Vedder, he took it down.
RTP grant: Baker: Bill- Bill, Joe, the forest service crew and two Skagit BCH members packed gravel at the
Baker River Trailhead.
Rocky and Bill packed gravel at Excelsior. One more pack-in is needed to build a bridge and a gravel pad. The
Pioneer camp work has been cancelled- a very large jersey barrier needs to be moved first.
Packing coordinator: Rocky- a second gravel pack-in was done at Blanchard. More work is needed at
Schreiber’s (Park Butte trail) There is still gravel in the lot, the forest service will buy more if needed. Turnpikes are being built. The stock ford at Rocky Creek will be re-built later after the hikers set their route, it needs
to be rebuilt yearly.
Pasayten trips- Rocky has approximate dates. Tim has been nailing them down with Sterling. They need to be
flexible due to weather, fires, etc.
Spanish Camp: 8/3, pack equipment in, spend one night, ride out. 8/9: ride back in, spend night, pack equipment
out.
Robinson Creek: 8/17, pack equipment into the airport. Spend night, ride out. 8/23: ride in, spend night, pack
equipment out.
Rocky will be reaching out for helpers. The trails are long but easy, two horses are needed, one to ride, one to
pack. They must be conditioned. It was suggested riders do some inquiring if you want to camp (several on-line
sites on how to camp in the back country with horses)
Stewart- Y Rd: Sharon- help is needed to brush out, trails and the trailhead. The logging is completed but they
are still hauling heavy equipment out, so don’t cross the metal bridge with stock during the day. The steep road
is the issue.
The big 15 mile: loop is most likely not passable on the SE end, part of the trail has been logged. The north side
of Olsen creek is open, however do not try to ride the entire loop, you will not be able to get through.
Chuckanut: Roger N- Roger, Jackie, and Bobbie rode the 17-mile loop 3 times. Several logs were cut, there
was a lot of work. There are large sharp rocks on the roads, animals should be shod. They only met a few trail
runners and hikers, no bikes but bikes are a possibility. Jackie sent out an email inviting members to ride out of
her place to explore the area. A time frame was set. This is a different route than the one members are used to
riding out of Arroyo. It circles Lost Lake, up on the south side and back on the north side. This is different from
our old route. It was down the interurban, up past the N side of Lost Lake, back to Arroyo.
(Continue on Page 4)
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(Continue from Page 3)
New Business
Old Settlers parade: Cindy- the Ferndale parade is usually managed by Dennis Mauler. He can’t do it this year, so
Cindy is handling it. The parade is Saturday July 30th. Contact Cindy if you want to participate.
Les Hilde: garbage bear- Cindy and Judy Kinna-there is a problem bear at the trailhead getting into garbage. Gary
Bellows and the DNR are working on the problem.
Shooting: Chris Hankey, Baker district manager for the NW region of the DNR let us know shooting range
(Medford Pit) is being closed due to safety concerns at the Harry Osborne Forest (HO). The NRA was supporting
this decision.
Skagit ride: Roger N- the Skagit ride is this weekend, starts at 9:30
Hannegan and Damfino: Bill, Rob. and Mike M. met with Ted Neff at the USFS at Sedro Woolley to discuss
Hannagan Rd. No decisions have been made on the road.
Damfino Lakes trail was discussed. It possibly will be re-opened to stock. Years ago, the trail was open to horses.
However, when Whatcom BCH was asked to pack the materials in for the boardwalks many years ago, the trail had
been closed to horses for recreation for some time. BCH has requested that it be re-opened to stock and we have
offered to assist in bringing it up to standards. The boardwalks may be replaced with turnpikes.
Volunteer hours: Verna- reported 602 hours for June
Walden moved the meeting be adjourned, it was seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:48
submitted by Sharon Hoofnagle Secretary
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CALENDAR

2022 COMMITTEE
CHAIRS:

Aug 1, 2022----board meeting at Roundtable pizza on Sunset Dr. dinner at 6pm,
meeting at 7pm but will also have meeting by zoom for the ones unable to attend.
Aug 10, 2022----general meeting at Misty River Ranch, 5690 N. Fork, Deming.
Potluck at 6:00pm, bring a dish to share, your utensils, plate, napkins, beverage.
Meeting starts at 7:00pm
Possible work parties/packing scheduled so far, subject to change:

LEGISLATIVE:
Bill McKenna
360-599-2526
LEAVE NO TRACE:
Bill McKenna
360-599-2526
VOLUNTEER HOURS:
Verna McLeod
360-595-2744

August 1-4 (Mon-Thu) BCH Whatcom/Skagit will be assisting the Washington
Conservation Corp (WCC) with continuing the trail improvements along the
Schreiber's Meadow/Park Butte trail

PROGRAMS:
Sharon Hoofnagle
360-7344258

August 8-11 (Mon-Thu) BCH Whatcom/Skagit will be assisting the Washington
Conservation Corp (WCC) with continuing the trail improvements along the
Schreiber's Meadow/Park Butte trail

SUNSHINE
Michelle McKenna
360-599-2526

August 18-25 (Thu-Thu) BCH Whatcom/Skagit will be assisting the Washington
Conservation Corp (WCC) with continuing the trail improvements along the
Schreiber's Meadow/Park Butte trail

TRAIL HEAD
COMMITTEE
Mike McGlenn
360-739-2619

Come up for a day or several days. Please contact Bill McKenna
(wintercreek10@gmail.com) or Joe Remenar (j.remenar@gmail.com) to reserve you
spot or for additional information.
Pasayten Trips:

SCRAPBOOK
Debbie Lagerwey
360-354-2804
Need Pictures!

Sunshine Committee

August 3--Wednesday---Spanish camp--pack equipment, spend night, ride out
August 9--Tuesday---Spanish camp--ride in, spend night, pack out equipment
August 17---Wednesday---Robinson Creek---pack equipment into airport, spend
night, ride out

If you know someone
that needs a little ray of
sunshine, please contact
Michelle McKenna at
360-599-2526 or send her
an email at:
wintercreek10@gmail.com

August 23--Tuesday--Robinson Creek---ride in, spend night, pack out equipment
Contact Rocky if you are interested in going on these trips to Pasayten, send him an
email at rockyleavitt044@gmail.com.
Check out our Website:
http://www.whatcom-bch.com/
HELP WANTED: House cleaner 1x per month. Once acclimated to our house, the cleaning takes
about 3 hours. We provide all the products and equipment. We are 1 mile north of Everson.
Please email: mtiemersma@hotmail.com OR call / text: 360-815-5992.
Thank you, Marie Tiemersma
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Pictures from the
past riding at
Schreiber’s
Meadow, check out
the beautiful views.
The 2 bottom
picture were from a
packing trip to
Schreiber’s.
Bill’s article on the
first page discuss
some of the work
that will be done at
Schreiber’s
Meadow.
Fran
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More pictures from the past of Schreiber’s Meadow
beautiful trails--different views!
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Excelsior trail packing in rocks

Vedder trail at border

A Special Thank You to:

Laurel Farm & Western Supply
America’s Horse Country

Weylin & Amy Eldred
325 W Laurel Rd., Bellingham 360/398-1216

* 360/398-8050 fax
Hours: Mon– Fri: 8:30am. to 7 pm; Sat:
8:30am.to 6:00 pm. and Sun 9 am. to 5 pm.

Schreiber’s work party

May’22--April’23
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Baker River Gravel Haul
Here’s a few photos of the Baker River Gravel Haul where we Excelsior work party
assisted the Forest Service with a reroute of the trail from a
washout. Pictured are Bill (yellow vest) and Denny Earnst
(Brown Hat) from Skagit County. The other individual is a
Forest Service employee. Not pictured is Deb Cribbs
(Whatcom), Dan DeBoer (Skagit), and myself. Thank you.
Joe Remenar

Schreiber’s work party
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Blanchard packing in gravel
on June 29, 2022.
Rocky Leavitt, Roger Nelson,
Bill McKenna and Jerry
Pearson packed, basically all
day. More packing will be
done at a later date.
Rocky

See schedule for list of work
dates at Schreiber's and also
packing at Pasayten for
August.
Contact Joe or Bill if you want
to help at Schreiber's or
contact Rocky if you wish to
help at Pasayten.

Advertising Rates
Full Page----$45.00 per month, limited to
space available
1/2 Page……$90.00 for 6 months or $150.00
for a Year
1/4 Page……$60.00 for 6 months or $100.00
for a Year
Business Card….$30.00 for 6 months or
$50.00 for a Year
Classifieds………$3.00 per month

Fran Van Diest
WBCH Newsletter Editor
723 Van Wyck Rd
Bellingham, WA 98226
(360) 734-2567

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back
country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. To assist
the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource. To
educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen
and the general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of new
chapters in the state organization.

Next
Whatcom Chapter Backcountry Horsemen
Meeting:

General Meeting: August 10, 2022
Misty River Ranch
5690 N. Fork, Deming, WA
Potluck at 6:00pm
Meeting 7pm---8:30pm

